Tillandsia (Vriesea) Rex in Revue Hort 65: 202-3. 1903

Plant obtained from a second-degree fertilization between T. Morreno-Barilleti and the variety cardinalis of the section psittacina. Strongly tufted, leaves of a more accentuated green; scape more robust, erect, average thickness; spike less flattened, oval, brilliant dark red; floral bracts closely overlapped; yellow flowers. 

VRIESEA X 'REX' by R. JARRY-DESLOGES in J Brom Soc 18(4): 86. 1968

(Translated from an article appearing in Revue Horticole, No. 24, for December 16,

1907, Paris.)

Vriesea x 'Rex', a hybrid rnade by M. Leon Duval, about a dozen years ago, is one of the most attractive bromeliads. This hybrid, obtained by crossing V. morreno-barilletii with V. cardinalis, is distinguished from the numerous other varieties of Vriesea that one finds in cultivation by its beautiful brilliant carmine bracts, in size equalling those of V. morreno-barilletii.

Vriesea x 'Rex' is very vigorous; it forms its bracts in great abundance, a characteristic not always found in this family. Propagation is easy, for it produces numerous suckers, which, when given proper conditions, immediately take root, and soon, in their turn, give beautiful inflorescences which last a long time and make an excellent effect among other foliage plants.

I have always maintained the great superiority of this hybrid because of its ease of multiplication, its abundance of blooms, and the duration of its bracts, which last a very long time without losing their ornamental quality.

Its culture is easy, and in my home the foliage is not only exuberant, but becomes almost bushy. Divisions do best and appear to their greatest advantage in pots from

8 to 10 cm in width, a size which restricts the growth of the foliage and permits a

full appreciation of the dazzling bracts.

Offsets can be placed in larger containers, but in order to obtain a specimen like that which is reproduced in the color plate, it is necessary to wait two or three years and not divide the plant - then one can obtain a large planting covered almost all over with inflorescences.

Like most of its kind, Vriesea x 'Rex' needs warmth and humidity at all times. It does best in a loose compost of leaf mold, white sand, and gravel.

Editor's note - Unfortunately, this beautiful Vriesea is not easily obtainable and is

seldom listed in catalogues. The editor procured her specimen in Belgium, but the

plant does not exactly resemble the color plate; instead it has a branched inflorescence.

The color of the bract and the foliage, however, is similar. It is of easy cultivation,

although it is not so generous with its offshoots as M. Jarry-Desloges would have

us believe. - V.P.

